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From the Founder 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
Here at the Incarnation Institute for Sex and Faith, we believe that many 

of the most difficult issues of our day are a result of the failure to appreciate the 

wonderful diversity of our bodies, and the failure to value the gifts of sensory 

pleasure therein. Our physical human bodies figure prominently in these divisive 

topics: The immigration debate is about bodies of color; the fight for access to 

abortion/contraception is about the bodies of women; murders by police officers 

are far too often associated with the bodies of black and brown men; sexual 

assault and violence on the streets is often about the bodies of lgbt-identified 

people; and the crises of opioid and other addictions are about the slow 

destruction of bodies living in despair. Online and in the public square, the 

#MeToo and #NeverAgain movements are crying out for the dignity of the body: 

freeing women from sexual assault, and protecting the bodies of children from the 

violence of uncontrolled, high-capacity assault weapons. We are living out the 

nightmare of a culture that is afraid of the body and diversity, traumatized by the 

deprivation of sexual and sensual abundance, and sexually wounded by our sexual 

ignorance. It doesn’t have to be this way! 

What would happen if the Christian Church began teaching our youth about sexual consent and 

communication skills, using Jesus’ teachings as a model, instead of teaching them to keep silent? What if we 

taught that all diversity is to be embraced, following Jesus’ example? Or, if we developed rituals and worship  

that gave people permission to be sensual?  What would happen if, instead of being judgmental, we actually 

believed that the FREEDOM found in God’s abundant, indiscriminate grace actually includes our sexual lives, and 

is only constrained by the ethic of our love for ourselves and one another? 

The equation is simple: When we value the body (including sexuality), we value life. When we value life, 

we begin to envision a world that protects the bodies of all of us. The result? Justice “on earth as it is in heaven.” 

With enough sexually-aware pastors, faith-informed sexual health professionals, and sex-positive Christians, we 

can teach and model how to love our bodies (and the bodies of others), as God does. 

This year, IISF surpassed all previous years by presenting THREE Leadership Trainings, the graduates of 

which are already presenting at events all over the country.  We also welcomed two excellent new Advisors and 

the support of a new congregation.  We built up our online cache of resources, including (thanks to the 

Carpenter Foundation) a professionally edited version of our webinar series “Reading the Bible With Sex-Positive 

Eyes,” which will be nationally advertised in the coming months. 2017 was a year of growing: from building our 

team of professional trainees, advisors, and online resources, to connecting with new media outlets, support 

networks, and friends.  This growth is already bearing fruit, in a more streamlined operation, and a greatly 

expanded (and quickly expanding!) circle of influence. We are promoting an inclusive, science-friendly, 

sex-positive Christianity to the far corners of our society! 

“Without a vision, the people perish.” (Prov 29:18) We at the Incarnation Institute for Sex & Faith HAVE 

THE VISION and are building the tools to make it a reality. We value your partnership! 

 

 

Founder and Executive Director 
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Mission 

Our mission is to teach people to love their bodies (& the bodies of others) as God does. To do this, we 

provide programming that teaches an inclusive, science-friendly, and sex-positive Christianity. This is 

based on the following truths, which are consistent with biblical teaching and sound theological reasoning: 

•Sexual diversity is a natural trait to be celebrated. 

•Sexual pleasure is a sacred gift to be treasured. 

•Sexual freedom is a human right to be personally discerned and morally exercised in the 

context of one’s faith community. 

 

Board 

Our woman-centered Oversight Board includes sexuality graduates or current students (and one artist), all of 

whom have been or currently are affiliated with the Christian Church. We are diverse in sexual orientation, race, 

and age. 

Beverly Dale, Chair Jennie Brogan 

Alexandra Day, Secretary Lacette Cross 

Rachel Keller, Treasurer Frenchie Davis 

 

 

 

Accomplishments of  2017 
 
IISF Board Members Took Ownership of the Mission 

 
Rev. Lacette Cross received a Black and Bold Award from the LGBT center in Richmond, VA, 

honoring her contributions to the community as an African-American LGBT person. In 

addition, she has a chapter in a newly released book of curriculum entitled, Communication 

MixTape: Speak On It Vol 1, published by the Women of Color Sexual Health Network 

(WOCSHN). She is currently working on a guide for churches and pastors called, “How to Talk 

about Sex in the Church.” She completed IISF Level #2 training this year. 

 
Frenchie Davis has made a commercial doing a Spoken Word performance for National 

Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, which will be aired in Detroit. It is a #PrEPProtects 

Video.  

 
 

Rachel Keller is co-authoring a manuscript with Rev. Dr. Beverly Dale titled,“Advancing Sexual 
Health for the Christian Client,” a guide for sexual health professionals. It will be published by 

Routledge Publishing. She received the status of CST (Certified Sex Therapist) this year and 

completed IISF Level #2 training. 

 
 

Jennie Brogan was a presenter at a panel at Creating Change with other IISF trainees and 

board members. In addition, she presented an educational seminar on LGBTQ+ at a 

Presbyterian church in Virginia, completed Level #2 IISF training, all the while finishing 

coursework and beginning to study for the comprehensive exams for her PhD.

http://mail01.tinyletterapp.com/ANTE_UP/new-sexuality-curriculum-available/10863385-www.biancalaureano.com/curriculum?c=36289aaf-ebc7-4c25-b2e6-08225cf6349e
http://mail01.tinyletterapp.com/ANTE_UP/new-sexuality-curriculum-available/10863385-www.biancalaureano.com/curriculum?c=36289aaf-ebc7-4c25-b2e6-08225cf6349e
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 We Added New IISF Advisors 

 
We are pleased to announce two stellar additions to our already-renowned team of Advisors (see website for 

full list). Both are nationally known for their publications and their work in making this a wiser and safer culture 

for body justice. The role of IISF Advisors is to advise in the development of our training curriculum, and to 

spread the word about IISF’s work. We anticipate that the breadth of the skills and experience of these new 

additions will be of great value to the organization. 

 

 
Dr. Roger Libby is a widely-known sexologist and an AASECT certified sex therapist in Seattle. He 

was a leader of the sexual revolution from 1963 to 1975, and he coined the term “sex positive” 

during a 1976 TED talk. He also started National Orgasm Week and designed the ‘Pre-Sex 

Discussion’ to emphasize mutual consent. He has been on The NBC Nightly News, Oprah Winfrey 

and CNN News Night. Dr. Libby hosted “The Pleasure Dome” radio show, and he is the author of 

numerous academic and popular books. 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Daniel Helminiak is Professor of Psychology at the University of West Georgia, where he 

teaches Human Sexuality. With PhDs in both theology and psychology, he specializes in 

spirituality.  He has written ten books, a collection of essays entitled Sex and the Sacred, Gay 

Identity and Spiritual Growth, and scores of articles on psychology, theology, spirituality, and 

sexuality. His best-known book is What the Bible Really Says about Homosexuality. 

 

 
 

 

 
We Hosted Three Leadership Training Weekends 

 
We presented Level #1 trainings in February and August, 

and we followed in October with an advanced Level #2 

training. Our students are a mix of ordained clergy, 

practicing pastors, and sexual health professionals. Our 

donors provided a significant number of partial 

scholarships. Video testimonials from Level 1 graduates are 

on our website; here are some highlights from their written 

evaluations: 

 
“My new insights include the idea that God is a   

‘promiscuous’ God” 

“I am going to be an [sex-positive] infiltrator [in Christian

 circles].” 

“This training gave me pause to reflect and celebrate my sexual evolution.” 

“My hatred of religion has somewhat lessened. I may have to re-evaluate my position on Christianity!” 
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Extending Our Reach in 2017 
 
We Presented Workshops at National Venues: 

 
“How to be a Sex-Positive Church” Tabernacle United Church, Philadelphia, PA. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Progressive Christians 

 
“Being Slutty is not a Sin” * Washington DC. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Secular and Christian (mostly) African American 

 
“Sex in the Struggle” Chester, PA. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Secular and Christian (mostly) African Americans concerned by racism and sexual issues 

 

 “Defusing the Power of Toxic Religion for Sexual Advocacy” ** 

Woodhull Freedom Summit, Alexandria, VA. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Sexual freedom activists 

 
“Opening the Bible to Open Relationships” Poly Dallas 

Millennium, Dallas, TX . 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Members participating in or 

interested in both multi-partnering and race issues 

 
“Why Wait? Fornicate” * Washington, D. C. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Secular and Christian (mostly) African American 

 
“Changing the Conversation: A Sexual Empowerment Model for Faith Communities” AASECT Conference, Las 

Vegas, NV. # 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Sexual health professionals (therapists, counselors and educators) 

 
“Getting to the Sacred Body: A Sex-Positive Christian View” Sacred Sexuality Meet-Up, Austin, TX. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Secular and Christian members interested in sacred sexuality 

 
“Becoming Changemakers Inside the Christian Church” ## Creating Change Conference, Philadelphia, PA 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Christian or post-Christian LGBT members 

 

 

 
 

 

 
The Rev. Dr. Dale was the sole presenter, unless otherwise indicated: 

* Host and organizer: IISF Board member, Frenchie Davis 

** IISF Board member participation: Rev. Dr. Dale, Rev. Lacette Cross and Rachel Keller 

#  IISF Board member participation: Rev. Dr. Dale, Rachel Keller 

## IISF Board member participation: Rev. Dr. Dale, Jennie Brogan, and IISF trainees Rev. Naomi Leapheart 

Washington and Amanda Nicholson (see photo) 
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We Developed New Partnerships: 
 
Our newest institutional partner and financial supporters include the United Christian Church of Levittown and Skyward 

Foundation. 

 

 
We Appeared in Various Media: 

 
Dr. Dale was interviewed by: 

•Lauren Sher Budabin, a documentarian, for “Who Runs the World?” (a TV show addressing issues facing women) 

•Jera Brown, a blogger, for www.ScarletChurch.com 

•River Roaring, a podcaster from Austin, TX 

 

 

 

We Created New Resources: 
 

The Webinar series - Reading the Bible With Sex-Positive Eyes - has been remade using professional videographer 

services, thanks to the financial support of the Carpenter Foundation. 

 
In addition, these five IISF Resource Sheets have been made available on our website: 

•Seven Sexual Prohibitions That Are Not in the Bible 

•How to Know If Your Religion Is Sex-Positive 

•Checklist for a Great Sex Life 

•How to Find Gay-Friendly Places of Worship 

•10 Commandments for Sexual Decision-Making 

 

 

Rev Bev Continued Her Professional Projects: 
 
She taught two courses at Lancaster Theological Seminary, in Lancaster, PA. 

•Ministering in Matters of Sexuality (PL230) Fall Semester 

•Mind, Body, & Spirit: Healing the Disconnect (PL240) Spring Semester 

 
She preached monthly as a Clergy-in-Residence at United Christian Church of Levittown 

 
American Academy of Religion included her book review for Good Christian Sex in their book review website “Reading

  Religion.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scarletchurch.com/
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Financial Report 

 
How You Can Help 

 
•Honor someone special with a donation: For example, one of our regular donors always contributes to honor 

our IISF board member, Alexandra Day. 

 

•Make a purchase with Amazon: Simply go to www.Smile.Amazon.com and designate the Incarnation Institute 

for Sex & Faith. We’ll receive a percentage of your purchase price. How easy is that? 

 

•Make a donation of $100 or more and become a “Missionary of Pleasure” with your own membership card and 

pledge card for your wallet and a button (if you want to show off to your friends)! 

 

Make a monthly pledge through our Paypal account: The dependability helps us with our planning. 

 

 

Plans for 2018 
 
Continue Offering IISF Professional Leadership Trainings 
Level #1 was scheduled for February of 2018 (and has been completed!); Level #2 will be in October, 2018. 

 

Launch National Marketing Campaign for the Webinar Series 
Now that “Reading the Bible with Sex-Positive Eyes” has been professionally edited, we are excited to publicize 

its availability to the “people in the pews” (and those outside who have given up!). Watch for it. 

 

Expand the IISF Resource Sheets 
It is important to have information available to members of the general public who are seeking a more 

sex-positive Christian Faith. We hope to complement our existing five titles with several more. 

 

Further Increase Visibility 
We will enrich our online presence through the use of Facebook Live, increase our E-newsletter frequency to 

monthly, and submit articles to national publications.

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
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THANK YOU to our Partners!!!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sex & Faith Enthusiasts 
$100-$499 
Jennie Brogan 
Rev. Roger Buchanan 
Rev. Lacette Cross 
Alexandra Day 
Andrea Durham, Esq. 
Rachel Keller 
Right Rev. Edward Lee 
Linda Manzo 
Charles Mellon 
Rev. Ralph Moore 
Dr. Virginia Mollenkott 
Elise Rivers 
David Tepperman 
Jim Turner, Esq. 
Rev. Jeff Zimmerman 
 
 
 
 

   Sex & Faith Change Agents 
   $1500+ 
   Carpenter Foundation 
   Tabernacle United Church    

United Christian Church of  
          Levittown 
    
 
 
 
Sex & Faith Revolutionaries 
$500-$1499 
Rev. Dr. Beverly Dale 
Linda McGowan 

 

 

Sex & Faith Lovers 
Under $100 
Rev. Dr. Thad Allen 
Elliott Branch 
Vic Compher 
Rev. Elizabeth Ellis 
George Harold 
Sandra Kelsey 
Don Little 
Ruth Tickel Logan 
Rev. Marvin Marsh 
Dr. Mark Rader 
Rick Renninger 
Skyward Foundation 
Andrea Saylor, Esq. 
Dr. Beverly Whipple 
 
 
 

Incarnation Institute for Sex & Faith  
124 W. Mt. Pleasant Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 
 
www.IncarnationInstitute.org 
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